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PF 1.1  Number of Children in the United States

The demographic composition of the population has implications for the allocation of
goods and services. This includes decisions about devoting resources to schools, child care,
care for the elderly, and specific types of health care. As the number of children in the
dependent population increases, more resources need to be provided for the services they
require, such as immunizations and public education.

In 2001, there were 72.6 million children under age 18 in the United States (Table PF 1.1).
This number is expected to increase to 80.3 million by 2020. The total number of children
under age 18 has increased by 53 percent since 1950. Most of that increase occurred during
the “baby boom” years of the 1950s and early 1960s, when record numbers of children were
born in these prosperous post-World War II years. During the 1970s and 1980s, the number
of children initially declined and then grew slowly. Beginning in 1990, the rate of growth
in the number of children increased, although not as rapidly as during the baby boom.

These trends gave rise to the terms “baby bust” or “birth dearth,” and “echo baby boom”
(Figure PF 1.1).

In 2001, there were approximately equal numbers of children-between 23 and 25 million-
in each age group under age 6, 6 to 11, and 12 to 17 years of age. In 1950 and 1960, there
were more children under age 6 than there were ages 6 to 11 or 12 to 17, reflecting the large
number of babies being born during these years.
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SECTION 1. POPULATION, FAMILY, AND NEIGHBORHOOD

Table PF 1.1
Number of children under age 18, by age: Selected years, 1950-2001, and projected, 2010 and 2020

Projected
1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2001 2010 2020
All children (in millions) 473 64.5 69.8 63.7 64.2 72.3 72.6 74.4 80.3

Ages 0-5 19.1 243 209 19.6 225 231 233 25.6 275
Ages 6-11 15.3 218 24.6 20.8 21.6 25.0 2438 244 26.9
Ages 12-17 12.9 18.4 243 233 20.1 242 245 244 26.0

Note: Data in this table have been revised and therefore do not match data in previous issues of this report.

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau. (2003). Unpublished estimates and projections; U.S. Census Bureau. (1996). Current Population
Reports, P25-1130; U.S. Census Bureau. (1982). Current Population Reports, P25-917; U.S. Census Bureau. (1974). Current
Population Reports, P25-519; U.S. Census Bureau. (1965). Current Population Reports, P25-311.

Figure PF 1.1

Number of children under 18: 1950-2001, and projected, 2002 and 2020
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Population Reports, P25-519; U.S. Census Bureau. (1965). Current Population Reports, P25-311.
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PF 1.2  Children as a Percentage of the Total Population

Though children represent a smaller proportion of the population today than they did in
1950, they are still a substantial segment of the United States population and will remain
so in the coming decades. In 2001, children under age 18 made up 25 percent of the total
population, down from 36 percent in 1960 at the end of the baby boom (Table PF 1.2).
Projections by the U.S. Census Bureau predict that this proportion will drop further-to
24 percent-by the year 2010 and will remain at that level through 2020.

During the 20th century, the population of the United States has aged as the growth rate
of individuals age 65 and older has far exceeded the growth rate of the total population. The
proportion of the population age 65 and older has increased from 8 percent in 1950 to
12 percent in 2000 and 2001. That percentage is projected to increase to 16 percent by the
year 2020 (Figure PF 1.2).

Together, children and senior citizens make up the dependent population, that is, those per-
sons considered economically inactive because of their age. Children’s share of the depend-
ent population fell from 79 percent in 1960 to 67 percent in 1990, and has remained
unchanged since then. That percentage is projected to continue to decline to 60 percent by
the year 2020.
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Table PF 1.2

Persons in selected age groups as a percentage of the total U.S. population and children as a percentage
of the dependent population: Selected years, 1950-2001 and projected, 2010 and 2020

Projected
1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2001 2010 2020

Percent of total population

Ages 0-17 31 36 34 28 26 26 25 24 24
Ages 18-64 61 55 56 61 62 62 62 63 60
Ages 65 and over 8 9 10 11 13 12 12 13 16

Children as a percentage of
dependent population®

Ages 0-17 79 79 78 71 67 67 67 65 60

a The dependent population includes all persons ages 17 and younger, and 65 and older.

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau (2003). National Population Estimates, Characteristics. [On-line]. Available:
http://eire.census.gov/popest/data/national/tables/asro/US-EST2001-ASRO-01.php; U.S. Census Bureau. (2002). Statistical
Abstract of the United States, 2001; U.S. Census Bureau. (1996). Current Population Reports, P25-1130; U.S. Census Bureau.
(1982). Current Population Reports, P25-917; U.S. Census Bureau. (1974). Current Population Reports, P25-519; U.S. Census
Bureau. (1965). Current Population Reports, P25-311.

Figure PF 1.2

Children under age 18 and adults ages 65 and over as a percentage of the total U.S. population: 1950-
2001 and projected, 2010 and 2020
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Sources: U.S. Census Bureau (2003). National Population Estimates, Characteristics. [On-line]. Available:
http://eire.census.gov/popest/data/national/tables/asro/US-EST2001-ASRO-01.php; U.S. Census Bureau. (2002). Statistical
Abstract of the United States, 2001; U.S. Census Bureau. (1996). Current Population Reports, P25-1130; U.S. Census Bureau.
(1982). Current Population Reports, P25-917; U.S. Census Bureau. (1974). Current Population Reports, P25-519; U.S. Census
Bureau. (1965). Current Population Reports, P25-311.
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PF 1.3  Racial and Ethnic Composition of the Child Population

Increasing racial and ethnic diversity has changed the demographic makeup of the United
States substantially since 1980, and projections through the year 2020 show continued
diversification. As recently as 1980, White, non-Hispanic children constituted 74 percent,
nearly three-quarters, of the child population. A nearly 20-percentage-point decrease is pre-
dicted through 2020, which indicates the same group will represent just 55 percent of the
total child population (Table PF 1.3).

While the percentage of Black, non-Hispanic children in the population has remained
steady at 15 percent between 1980 and 2000, the Hispanic child population has increased
from 9 to 16 percent during this time. This growth trend is projected to continue, with
the percentage of Hispanic children in the population reaching 23 percent by 2020 (Figure
PF 1.3).

The Asian and Pacific Islander child population has also shown growth, increasing from
2 percent of the population to a projected 6 percent by 2020.

Table PF 1.3

Number and percentage distribution of children under age 18, by race and Hispanic origin: Selected
years, 1980-2000, and projected, 2010 and 2020

Number (in millions) Projected
1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2010 2020
White, non-Hispanic 47.1 44.8 44.1 45.6 45.1 427 424
Black, non-Hispanic 9.3 9.1 9.5 10.1 10.2 11.3 12.2
Hispanic® 57 6.5 19 9.7 114 13.7 17.2
Asian/Pacific Islander 1.1 1.6 20 25 30 40 5.0
American Indian/Alaska Native 0.5 0.6 0.6 0.7 07 0.7 0.8
Percentage of population Projected
1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2010 2020
White, non-Hispanic 74 72 69 67 64 59 55
Black, non-Hispanic 15 15 15 15 15 14 14
Hispanic® 9 10 12 14 16 21 23
Asian/Pacific Islander 2 3 3 4 4 5 6
American Indian/Alaska Native 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

a Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race.

Note: All population figures for the year 2000 are estimates based on the 1990 Census. They do not reflect Census 2000
counts.

Sources: Federal Interagency Forum on Child and Family Statistics. (2003). America’s Children: Key National Indicators of
Well-Being, 2003. Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office; U.S. Census Bureau. (2002). Statistical Abstract of
the United States, 2001; U.S. Census Bureau. (2001). America’s Families and Living Arrangements. Current Population
Reports, P20-537; U.S. Census Bureau. (2000). Methodology and Assumptions for the Population Projections of the
United States: 1999-2010. Population Division Working Faper, 38; U.S. Census Bureau. (1996). Current Population Reports,
P25-1130; U.S. Census Bureau. (1993). Current Population Reports, P25-1095.
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Figure PF 1.3

Percentage distribution of children under age 18, by race and Hispanic origin: 1980-2000,
and projected, 2001-2020
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Note: All population figures for the year 2000 are estimates based on the 1990 Census. They do not reflect Census 2000
counts.

Sources: Federal Interagency Forum on Child and Family Statistics. (2003). America’s Children: Key National Indicators of Well-
Being, 2003. Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office; U.S. Census Bureau. (2002). Statistical Abstract of the United
States, 2001. Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office; U.S. Census Bureau. (2001). Current Population Reports, P20-
537; U.S. Census Bureau. (2000). Methodology and Assumptions for the Population Projections of the United States: 1999-
2010. Population Division Working Faper, 38; U.S. Census Bureau. (1996). Current Population Reports, P25-1130; U.S. Census
Bureau. (1993). Current Population Reports, P25-1095.
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PF 1.4 Foreign-Born Population

The Umted States is a nation of immigrants with diverse backgrounds. The foreign-born
population' in the United States was at its lowest point in 1970, with 9.6 million people
(4.7 percent of the total population at that time). Since 1970, the foreign-born population
has increased rapidly to 32.5 million in 2002, which is 11.5 percent of the total population.

This increase is largely due to large-scale immigration, primarily from Latin America and
Asia (Table PF 1.4.A).

Differences by Region of Birth. Since 1995, approximately one-half of the foreign-born
population living in the United States was born in Latin America. This is a substantial
change from 1960, when less than 10 percent of the foreign-born population was born in
Latin America. Similarly the proportion of foreign-born from Asia also has increased since
1960. Then, 5.1 percent of the foreign-born population was born in Asia, with the per-
centage climbing to 25.5 percent in 2002. The increase in Asian- and Latin-American-born
residents reflects a pattern established shortly after 1965 when U.S. national origin quotas
were abolished.? Before the quotas were abolished, European countries were the primary
source of the foreign-born population in the United States (Figure PF 1.4.A).

Differences by Age. The median age of the foreign-born population has remained fairly
steady at around 37 years since 1990-substantially lower than it was three decades ago. In
1960, the median age of the foreign born population was 57 years old. The majority (44.7
percent) of the foreign-born population in 2002 was 25 to 44 years of age, while only 6.5
percent of this population was under 15 years of age (Figure PF 1.4.B).

Difference by Family Type. In 2000, the average size of foreign-born households® (3.72
people) was larger than native households (3.10 people), (Table PF 1.4.B). This trend was
seen across all family types, with the greatest difference in family sizes observed in married
couple families. Foreign-born and native-born households having a female householder
with no husband present had the closest average family size (3.35 and 2.97 respectively).
For all family types, both foreign-born and native, the greatest proportion had no children.
Married couple families of both nativity groups were more likely to have two children ver-
sus one child. In foreign-born households, 23 percent had two children, 22 percent had one
child, and in native households, 19 percent had two children, and 17 percent had one child.

Lastly, children whose parents are foreign-born have family characteristics that are differ-
ent from children whose parents were born in the United States. In 2002, 81 percent of for-
eign-born children with at least one foreign-born parent lived with both parents, compared
to 69 percent of children whose parents were born in the United States. Furthermore,
14 percent of children with native-born parents lived below the poverty line in 2002. For
American-born children of foreign-born parents, this proportion was 20 percent. When

both the child and the parents were foreign-born, the proportion rises to 27 percent (Table
PF 1.4.C).

1 The term “foreign-born population” refers to anyone who was not born a U.S. citizen. This includes naturalized U.S. citi-
zens, legal permanent residents (immigrants), temporary immigrants (such as students), humanitarian migrants (such as
refugees), and persons illegally residing in the United States.

2 U.S. Census Bureau. (2001). Profile of the Foreign-Born Population in the United States: 2000. Current Population Reports,
P23-206.

3 Households are classified as foreign-born or native based on the nativity of the householder (the household member in
whose name the housing unit is owned or rented), regardless of the nativity of other household members.
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Table PF 1.4.A
Percentage of the foreign-born population by region of birth: Selected years, 1960-2002

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 20010 2002
Al foreign born (in millions) 9.7 9.6 14.1 19.8 30.0 31.8 325
Region of birth (percent)
Europe 75.0 61.7 39.0 229 14.6 14.1 14.0
Asia 51 8.9 19.3 26.3 26.4 26.7 25.5
Latin America 9.4 194 331 443 511 50.3 52.2
Caribbean — — — — 9.7 9.1 9.6
Central America — — — — 348 34.8 36.4
South America — — — — 6.6 6.4 6.2
Otherb 10.5 10.0 8.6 6.5 1.9 8.9 8.3

a Beginning with March 2001, data are from the Expanded CPS Sample and use population controls based on Census 2000.
b Other regions are Africa, Oceania, Bermuda and Canada.
— Data not available.

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau. (2003). The Foreign-Born Population in the United States: March 2002. Current Population
Reports, P20-539; U.S. Census Bureau. (2003). The Foreign-Born Population of the United States: March Revised Detailed
Tables Weighted to Census 2000. Current Population Survey, PPL-160; U.S. Census Bureau. (2002). The Foreign-Born Population of
the United States: March 2001. PPL-161; U.S. Census Bureau. (2001). Profile of the Foreign-Born Population in the United
States: 2000. Current Population Reports, P23-206; U.S. Census Bureau. (1996). The Foreign-Born Population in the United
States: March 1995. Current Population Survey, PPL-127.
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Figure PF 1.4.A

Foreign-born population by region of birth: Selected years, 1960-2002
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b Beginning with March 2001, data are from the Expanded CPS Sample and use population controls based on Census 2000.

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau. (2003). The Foreign-Born Population in the United States: March 2002. Current Population
Reports, P20-539; U.S. Census Bureau. (2003). The Foreign-Born Population of the United States: March Revised Detailed
Tables Weighted to Census 2000. Current Population Survey, PPL-160; U.S. Census Bureau. (2002). The Foreign-Born Population of
the United States: March 2001. PPL-161; U.S. Census Bureau. (2001). Profile of the Foreign-Born Population in the United

States: 2000. Current Population Reports, P23-206; U.S. Census Bureau. (1996). The Foreign-Born Population in the United
States: March 1995. Current Population Survey, PPL-127.
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Figure PF 1.4.B
Age of the foreign-born population and percent distribution by age: Selected years, 1960-2002
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a Beginning with March 2001, data are from the Expanded CPS Sample and use population controls based on Census 2000.

b For 1960-1990, resident population. For 2000 and on, data includes civilian noninstitutional population plus Armed Forces
living off post or with their families on post.

Note: Data in this figure have been revised and therefore do not match data in previous issues of this report.

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau. (2003). The Foreign-Born Population in the United States: March 2002. Current Population
Reports, P20-539; U.S. Census Bureau. (2003). The Foreign-Born Population of the United States: March Revised Detailed
Tables Weighted to Census 2000. Current Population Survey, PPL-160; U.S. Census Bureau. (2002). The Foreign-Born Population of
the United States: March 2001. PPL-161; U.S. Census Bureau. (2001). Profile of the Foreign-Born Population in the United
States: 2000. Current Population Reports, P23-206; U.S. Census Bureau. (1996). The Foreign-Born Population in the United
States: March 1995. Current Population Survey, PPL-127.
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Table PF 1.4.B

Percent distribution of families by number of own children under 18 years old, type of family and
nativity of householder: 2000

Average number Percent distribution
of persons Three or
per family No children One child Two children ~ more children
All families 317 48.3 21.5 19.4 10.9
Native householder 3.10 49.5 21.2 19.0 10.3
Foreign-born householder 372 39.2 237 220 15.2
Married couple families 34 523 17.9 19.1 10.7
Native householder 3.15 54.2 17.3 18.5 10.0
Foreign-born householder 3.85 387 22.1 232 16.1
Male householder, no wife present 2.79 46.2 32.3 15.7 5.8
Native householder 2.69 444 34.1 15.9 5.6
Foreign-born householder 3.25 543 24.4 14.5 6.9
Female householder, no husband present 3.01 311 33.7 22.0 13.1
Native householder 297 308 34.1 222 12.9
Foreign-born householder 335 342 30.7 20.2 149

Note: Households are classified as foreign-born or native based on the nativity of the householder (the household member in
whose name the housing unit is owned or rented), regardless of the nativity of other household members.

Source: U.S. Census Bureau. (2001). Profile of the Foreign-Born Population in the United States: 2000. Current Population
Reports, P23-206.
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Table PF 1.4.C

Percentage of children of at least one foreign-born parent by nativity of child and parents, poverty
status, parents education, and presence of parents: Selected years, 1994-2002

1994 1996 1998 2000 20020

Native child and parentsb 82 80 80 79 76
Poverty status

Below poverty 20 18 17 15 14

At or above poverty 80 82 83 85 86
Education of parent

Less than high school 14 13 12 1 10

High school graduate 35 34 34 33 32

Some college 28 29 30 31 3l

Bachelor’s or more 23 23 23 26 7
Presence of parents

Two married parents 70 69 69 70 69

Mother only 26 27 26 25 26
Native child, foreign-born parentsb 12 13 14 14 16
Poverty status

Below poverty 28 277 25 20 20

At or above poverty 72 73 75 80 80
Education of parent

Less than high school 38 39 37 36 36

High school graduate 21 21 23 23 23

Some college 19 19 18 18 18

Bachelor’s or more 22 22 23 23 23
Presence of parents

Two parents 82 80 82 82 81

Mother only 16 17 15 15 16
Foreign-born child, foreign-born parentsb 3 3 3 3 4
Poverty status

Below poverty 4 39 39 30 27

At or above poverty 59 61 61 70 73
Education of parent

Less than high school 48 49 45 43 4]

High school graduate 20 16 22 23 21

Some college 1 12 1 12 12

Bachelor’s or more 21 22 22 22 7
Presence of parents

Two parents 78 80 78 81 81

Mother only 19 17 20 15 16

a Beginning with March 2001, data are from the Expanded CPS Sample and use population counts based on Census 2000.

b Native parents means that all of the parents that the child lives with are native born, while foreign-born means that at least
one of the child's parents is foreign-born. Anyone with United States citizenship at birth is considered native, which
includes persons born in the U.S., in U.S. outlying areas, and persons born abroad with at least one American parent.

Source: Federal Interagency Forum on Child and Family Statistics. (2003). America’s Children: Key National Indicators of Well-

Being, 2003. Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office.
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PF 1.5  Fertility and Birth Rates

Total fertility rates indicate the number of births that a hypothetical group of 1,000 females
would have if they experienced the age-specific birth rates observed for each year. It can be
interpreted as the average number of births women would have over their lifetime, if they
bore children at the average rate. For example, in 2001, the total fertility rate for all females
was 2,034, an increase from a rate of 1,839.5 in 1980 (Table PF 1.5.A). That is, in 2001, the
average number of lifetime births was expected to be 2.0 per woman, whereas in 1980, the
average was 1.8.

Birth rates, in contrast, are calculated by dividing the number of live births in each year by
the number of people in the population. They are expressed as the number of live births per
1,000 population. Birth rates dropped dramatically between 1960 and 1980 from 118.0 to
68.4 live births per 1,000 females ages 15 to 44. The declines occurred in all age groups
(Figure PF 1.5). Since 1980, the birth rate has remained between 64 and 71 live births per
1,000 females ages 15 to 44. In 2002, the birth rate was 64.8 live births per 1,000 females in
this age group (Table PF 1.5.B).

Differences by Age. Research indicates that giving birth as a youth can have negative
consequences on both mothers and their children. Giving birth at an early age can limit a
young female’s options regarding education and employment opportunities, increase the
likelihood that she will need public assistance, and can have negative effects on the devel-
opment of her children. Young mothers are less likely to complete high school (only one
third receive a high school diploma)' and are more hkely to end up on welfare (nearly 80
percent of unmarried young mothers end up on welfare).? The sons of young mothers are
13 percent more likely to serve time in prison, while their daughters are 22 percent more
likely to become young mothers themselves.’

During the 1960s, age-specific birth rates-the number of births per thousand females in a
given age group-were highest among females ages 20 to 24. This pattern began to change
during the 1980s as more and more females delayed childbearing. Since 1983, females ages
25 to 29 have had the highest age-specific birth rates, followed closely by females ages 20
to 24. The birth rates for youths ages 15 to 19 have declined steadily since 1991 to the rate
of 42.9 births per 1,000 females by 2002, a record low for the United States (Table 1.5.B).

In 2002, more than one in five births to young females under age 20 was a birth of second
order or higher. The proportion of youth births that were second or higher order peaked at
25 percent in 1991 but has since declined to 20 percent in 2002 (Table PF 1.5.C). The
1ncreased use of contraceptives by young females may account for this drop in second
births.*

1 National Commission on Children. (1991). Beyond Rhetoric: A New American Agenda for Children and Families. Washington,
DC: U.S. Government Printing Office.

2 Calculations based on the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. (1998). National Longitudinal Survey of
Youth, 1997. Washington, DC: U.S. Department of Labor.

3 Maynoed, R. A. (1997). Kids Having Kids: Economic Costs and Social Consequences of Teen Pregnancy. Washington, DC: The
Urban Institute Press.

4 Ventura, S. J., Mosher, W. D., Curtin, S. C., Abma, J. C., & Henshaw, S. (2000). Trends in Pregnancies and Pregnancy
Rates by Outcome: Estimates for the United States, 1976-1996. Vital and Health Statistics Reports, 21(56).
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Differences by Race and Hispanic Origin. American Indian/Alaska Native females had
the lowest total fertility rate (1,736.0) while Hispanic5 females had the highest (2,705.0) in
2002 (Table 1.5.A). Furthermore, Hispanic females have had a much higher birth rate than
females from other race and ethnic groups. In 2002, Hispanic females had 94 births per
1,000 females ages 15 to 44, while White, non-Hispanic, Asian, and American Indian/
Alaska Native females had between 58 and 64 births per 1,000 females ages 15 to 44 (Table
PF 1.5.B).

The birth rate for Black, non-Hispanic youth has remained more than twice that of White
youth since 1960. In 2001, the birth rate for Black, non-Hispanic females ages 15 to 19 was
73.5 per 1,000 females compared to 30.3 per 1,000 White, non-Hispanic females. The high-
est youth childbearing rates, however, are found among Hispanic females. In 2002, the birth
rate among Hispanics was 82.9 for females ages 15 to 19 (Table PF 1.5.B). Births to Black,
non-Hispanic youth are more likely to be subsequent births than births to White, non-
Hispanic youth. In 2001, 24 percent of births to Black, non-Hispanic youth, 23 percent of
births to Hispanic youth, and 17 percent of births to White, non-Hispanic youth were sec-
ond- or higher-order births (Table PF 1.5.C).

5 Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race.
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Table PF 1.5.A

Total fertility rates by race and Hispanic origin (births per 1,000 females): Selected years, 1980-2002

1980 1990 19950 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002b

All females 1,839.5 20810 19780 19760 1971.0 19990 2007.5 2056.0 20340 20125

White, non-Hispanic  1,692.0  1,850.5 17775 17810 17855 18250 108385 108660 18430 1,833.0
Black, non-Hispanic ~ 2,353.5 25475 21865 21400 21375 21640 21340 21785 21045 —

Hispanict 25340 29595 27985 27720 26805 26525 26490 27300 27485 27050

Asian/Pacific Islander 1,953.5  2,002.5 17955 1787.0 17575 17315 11,7545 108920 11,8400 18145

American Indian/
Alaska Native 21625 21830 18785 18550 1,8345 1.851.0 17835 17725 1,746.5 1,736.0

a Rates for 1991 through 2001 may differ from previously published reports. Previously published rates were based on
population estimates projected from the 1990 census. These data have since been revised and are consistent with the 2000
census.

b Preliminary 2002 data.
¢ Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race.
— Data not available.

Note: Total fertility rates are sums of birth rates for 5-year age groups multiplied by 5. The total fertility rate indicates the
number of births that a hypothetical group of 1,000 females would have if they experienced throughout their childbearing
years the age-specific birth rates observed in a given year.

Sources: National Center for Health Statistics. (2003). Unpublished data. Hamilton, B. E., Sutton, P. D., & Ventura, S. J.
(2003). Revised birth and fertility rates for the 1990s and new rates for Hispanic populations, 2000 and 2001: United States.
National Vital Statistics Reports, 51(12); Hamilton, B. E., Martin, J. A., & Sutton, P. D. (2003). Births: Preliminary data for
2002. National Vital Statistics Reports, 51(11); Ventura, S. J., Hamilton B. E., & Sutton P. D. (2003). Revised Birth and Fertility
Rates for the United States, 2000 and 2001. National Vital Statistics Reports, 51(4); U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services, National Center for Health Statistics. (2002). Health, United States, 2002, with Chartbook on Trends in the Health of
Americans. Hyattsville, MD: National Center for Health Statistics; Martin, J. A., Hamilton, B. E., Ventura, S. J., Menacker, E,
Park, M. M., & Sutton, P. D. (2002). Births: Final Data for 2001. National Vital Statistics Report, 51(2).
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Figure PF 1.5
Birth rates by selected age of mother: 1960-2002
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a Rates for 1991 through 2001 may differ from previously published reports. Previously published rates were based on
population estimates projected from the 1990 census. These data have since been revised and are consistent with the 2000
census.

b Preliminary 2002 data.
Note: Birth rates are per 1,000 women in specified group.

Sources: Hamilton, B. E., Sutton, P. D., & Ventura, S. J. (2003). Revised birth and fertility rates for the 1990s and new rates
for Hispanic populations, 2000 and 2001: United States. National Vital Statistics Reports, 51(12); Hamilton, B. E., Martin, J. A,
& Sutton, P. D. (2003). Births: Preliminary data for 2002. National Vital Statistics Reports, 51(11); Ventura, S. J., Hamilton B.
E., & Sutton P. D. (2003). Revised Birth and Fertility Rates for the United States, 2000 and 2001. National Vital Statistics
Reports, 51(4); U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, National Center for Health Statistics. (2002). Health, United
States, 2002, with Chartbook on Trends in the Health of Americans. Hyattsville, MD: National Center for Health Statistics;
Martin, J. A., Hamilton, B. E., Ventura, S. J., Menacker, E, Park, M. M., & Sutton, P. D. (2002). Births: Final Data for 2001.
National Vital Statistics Report, 51(2).
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Table PF 1.5.B
Birth rates by race and Hispanic origin and age of mother: Selected years, 1960-2002
19600 19700 1980 1990 1995b 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001b 2002

All races 1180 879 684 709 646 641 636 643 644 659 653 648
Ages 10-14 0.8 1.2 1.1 1.4 1.3 1.2 1.1 1.0 09 09 0.8 0.7
Ages 15-19 89.1 683 530 599 560 535 513 503 488 477 453 429

Ages 15-17 439 388 325 375 355 333 314 299 282 29 2147 232

Ages 18-19 166.7 1147 821 886 877 847 821 809 791 781 761 727
Ages 20-24 2581 1678 1151 1165 1075 1078 107.3 1084 1079 1097 1062 103.5
Ages 25-29 197.4 1451 1129 1202 1088 108.6 1083 1102 1112 1135 1134 1136
Ages 30-34 1127 733 619 808 811 821 830 852 871 912 919 916
Ages 35-39 562 317 198 317 340 349 357 369 378 397 406 44
Ages 40-44 15.5 8.1 39 55 6.6 6.8 1.1 74 74 8.0 8.1 8.3

White, non-Hispanic =~ — — 624 628 575 571 568 576 577 585 577 515
Ages 10-14 — — 04 0.5 04 04 04 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.3 0.2
Ages 15-19 — — 412 45 393 376 360 353 341 326 303 286

Ages 15-17 — — 124 232 220 206 194 184 1771 158 140 132

Ages 18-19 — — 617 666 659 638 619 608 593 575 548 520
Ages 20-24 — — 1055 975 902 901 900 912 9.6 912 871 845
Ages 25-29 — — 1106 1153 1051 1049 1048 1074 108.6 1094 1089 109.6
Ages 30-34 — — 599 794 815 828 843 872 895 932 943 947
Ages 35-39 — — 177 300 328 339 348 364 373 388 398 409
Ages 40-44 — — 3.0 47 59 6.2 6.5 6.8 6.9 7.3 1.5 7.6

Black, non-Hispanic — — 97 8.0 728 707 703 709 699 714 691 —
Ages 10-14 — — 4.6 5.0 42 3.6 3.2 29 2.6 24 21 —
Ages 15-19 — — 1051 1162 972 919 883 857 810 792 735 —

Ages 15-17 — — 772 849 706 650 609 570 520 501 449 —
Ages 18-19 — — 1465 1575 1385 1334 1304 1274 1231 1219 1167 —
Ages 20-24 — — 1522 1651 1378 1370 1388 1425 1421 1454 1372 —
Ages 25-29 — — 1117 184 985 967 972 999 998 1028 1021 —
Ages 30-34 — — 652 702 644 632 636 644 639 665 662 —
Ages 35-39 — — 258 287 288 291 296 304 306 318 321 —
Ages 40-44 — — 5.8 5.6 6.1 6.2 6.5 6.7 6.5 7.2 13 —
continved
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Table PF 1.5.B continued

Birth rates by race and Hispanic origin and age of mother: Selected years, 1960-2002
19600 19700 1980 1990 19956 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001b 2002

Hispanicd — — 94 1077 988 975 942 9327 930 959 960 940
Ages 10-14 - - 1.7 24 2.6 24 21 1.9 1.9 1.7 1.6 14
Ages 15-19 — — 822 1003 993 946 896 879 868 873 864 829

Ages 15-17 — — 521 659 679 641 610 584 569 555 528 503

Ages 18-19 — — 1269 1477 1467 1405 1329 1317 1298 1326 1355 1322
Ages 20-24 — — 154 181.0 1719 1702 1626 159.3 1573 1613 1635 1635
Ages 25-29 — — 1321 1530 1404 1407 1375 1361 1358 1399 1404 1387
Ages 30-34 —  — 832 93 905 913 896 905 923 911 976 947
Ages 35-39 — — 39 453 87 B9 484 434 M5 466 479 416
Ages 40-44 —  — 106 109 107 107 107 108 106 115 1.6 115

Asian/Pacific Islander —  — 732 696 626 623 613 60.1 609 658 642 639
Ages 10-14 - - 0.3 0.7 0.7 0.6 0.5 0.5 04 03 0.2 0.3
Ages 1519 —  — 262 24 255 235 223 2272 N4 25 198 183

Ages 15-17 — — 120 160 151 143 135 132 118 116 103 9.0

Ages 18-19 — — 42 402 422 386 30 369 365 326 328 315
Ages 20-24 — — 933 7927 642 635 612 592 589 603 591 602
Ages 25-29 — — 1274 1263 1037 1028 101.6 987 1008 1084 1064 1052
Ages 30-34 — — 9.0 1065 1023 1041 1025 101.6 1043 1165 1126 109.3
Ages 35-39 — — 383 496 501 502 510 514 529 590 567  56.3
Ages 40-44 - - g5 107 M8 M9 M5 18 13 126 123 124

American Indian — — 827 762 630 618 608 613 590 587 581  58.0
Ages 10-14 - - 1.9 1.6 1.6 1.6 1.5 1.5 1.4 1.1 1.0 0.9
Ages 15-19 —  — 822 81 729 682 652 647 599 583 563 538

Ages 15-17 —  — 515 485 M7 427 41 398 365 341 314 307

Ages 18-19 —  — 1295 1293 1218 1129 1068 1065 979 971 948 892
Ages 20-24 — — 1437 487 1231 1235 1225 1250 1207 1172 1150 1127
Ages 25-29 — — 1066 1103 916 911 9.6 920 906 918 904 918
Ages 30-34 — — 618 615 565 565 560 568 538 555 559 564
Ages 35-39 —  — B W5 M3 M4 244 246 243 246 U7 1254
Ages 40-44 - - 8.2 59 55 55 54 53 57 57 57 59

@ Based on a 50 percent sample of births.

b Rates for 1991 through 2001 may differ from previously published reports. Previously published rates were based on popula-
tion estimates projected from the 1990 census. These data have since been revised and are consistent with the 2000 census.

¢ Preliminary 2002 data.

d Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race. Race and Hispanic origin are reported separately on birth certificates. 1980
data for Hispanics include 22 states. 1990 data exclude data for New Hampshire and Oklahoma, which did not report
Hispanic origin.

— Data not available.

Note: Birth rates are per 1,000 in specified group.

Sources: Hamilton, B. E., Sutton, P. D., & Ventura, S. J. (2003). Revised birth and fertility rates for the 1990s and new rates

for Hispanic populations, 2000 and 2001: United States. National Vital Statistics Reports, 51(12); Hamilton, B. E., Martin, J. A,

& Sutton, P. D. (2003). Births: Preliminary Data for 2002. National Vital Statistics Reports, 51(11); Ventura, S. J., Hamilton B.

E., & Sutton P. D. (2003). Revised Birth and Fertility Rates for the United States, 2000 and 2001. National Vital Statistics

Reports, 51(4); U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, National Center for Health Statistics. (2002). Health, United

States, 2002, with Chartbook on Trends in the Health of Americans. Hyattsville, MD: National Center for Health Statistics;

Martin, J. A., Hamilton, B. E., Ventura, S. J., Menacker, E, Park, M. M., & Sutton, P. D. (2002). Births: Final Data for 2001.

National Vital Statistics Report, 51(2).
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Table PF 1.5.C

Percentage of births to females under age 20 that are second or higher order, by race and Hispanic

origin of mother: 1990-2002

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002

All births 4 5 B 3 1 N 21 27 1 N 21 21 20
Race and Hispanic origin®

White 2 21 22 2 19 19 19 20 2 20 20 2 19

White, non-Hispanic 19 19 20 18 17 17 17 17 18 1N 17 17 1

Black 32 3% 38 30 28 2 2 7 26 26 25 U N

Black, non-Hispanic 32 38 3B 3 % 2 27 W 26 1B U —

Hispanic 26 26 26 25 23 23 14 U ¥ 1B B 3 DB

a Preliminary 2002 data.

b Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race.

— Data not available.

Sources: Hamilton, B. E., Martin, J. A., & Sutton, P. D. (2003). Births: Preliminary data for 2002. National Vital Statistics

Reports, 51(11); Martin, J. A., Hamilton, B. E., Ventura, S. J., Menacker, E, Park, M. M., & Sutton, P. D. (2002). Births: Final
data for 2001. National Vital Statistics Reports, 51(2).
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PF 1.6 Number of Births

In 2002, there were more than 4 million births in the United States. Twenty-six percent of
the births were to females ages 25 to 29, while 25 percent were to females 20 to 24, and 24
percent were to females 30 to 34 years of age (Table PF 1.6). The percentage of births to
older females (those 30 and older) has increased since the 1990s. In 1990, 30 percent of all
births were to females ages 30 and older. In 2002, the proportion of all births to females age
30 and older had increased to 37 percent. In terms of race and Hispanic origin, 57 percent
of all births were to White, non-Hispanic females, and 22 percent were to Hispanic females.

Most births are to females who have at least a high school degree. In 2001, 22 percent of
births were to females who had less than a high school education, 32 percent were to high

school graduates, and 47 percent were to females with one or more years of college (table
PF 1.6)
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Table PF 1.6

Percentage of births by mother's age, race and Hispanic origin, and education level: Selected years,
1990-2002

1990 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 20020

All births (in thousands) 4158 3,900 3,891 3,881 3,942 3,959 4,059 4,026 4,019
Age of mother (percent)
Ages 15-19 13 13 13 12 12 12 12 11 11
Ages 20-24 26 25 24 24 24 25 25 25 25
Ages 25-29 31 27 28 28 27 27 27 26 26
Ages 30-34 21 23 23 23 23 23 23 23 24
Ages 35-39 8 10 10 11 11 11 11 11 11
Ages 40-44 ] 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2
Race and Hispanic origin®
White, non-Hispanic 64 61 61 60 60 59 58 58 57
Black, non-Hispanic 16 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 —
Hispanic 15 17 18 18 19 19 20 2 22
Education level of mother
Less than high school 24 23 22 22 22 22 22 22 —
Completed high school 38 34 33 33 33 32 32 32 —
Some college 20 22 22 22 22 22 22 22 —
Four + years of college 17 21 22 23 23 24 25 25 —

a Preliminary 2002 data.

b Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race. Births by Hispanic origin are based on 48 states and the District of
Columbia in 1990; and 50 states and the District of Columbia in 1993 through 2001.

— Data not available.

Sources: U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, National Center for Health Statistics. (2003). Unpublished work;
Hamilton, B. E., Martin, J. A., & Sutton, P. D. (2003). Births: Preliminary data for 2002. National Vital Statistics Reports,
51(11); Ventura, S. J., Hamilton B. E.; & Sutton, P. D. (2003). Revised Birth and Fertility Rates for the United States, 2000
and 2001. National Vital Statistics Reports, 51(4); Ventura, S. J., Martin, J. A., Curtin, S. C., Menacker, E, & Hamilton, B. E.
(2001). Births: Final Data for 1999. National Vital Statistics Reports, 49(1); Ventura, S. J., Martin, J. A, Curtin, S. C., Mathews,
T J., & Park, M. M. (2000). Births: Final Data for 1998. National Vital Statistics Reports, 48(3); Ventura, S. J., Martin, J. A.,
Curtin, S. C., & Mathews, T. J. (1999). Births: Final Data for 1997. National Vital Statistics Reports, 47(18); Ventura, S. J.,
Martin, J. A, Curtin, S. C., & Mathews, T. J. (1998). Report of Final Natality Statistics, 1996. Monthly Vital Statistics Reports,
46(Supp. 11); Ventura, S. J., Martin, J. A, Curtin, S. C., Mathews, T. J., & Park, M. M. (1997). Report of Final Natality
Statistics, 1995. Monthly Vital Statistics Reports, 45(11[Supp. 2]); U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, National
Center for Health Statistics. (1994). Vital Statistics of the United States, 1990. (vol. I - Natality) Washington, DC: Public
Health Service.
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PF 1.7 Age of Mothers

As teenage birthrates have been declining and more women postpone having children until
their late twenties and thirties, the mean age of mothers' and the average age of females at
the time of their first child have been increasing. The mean age for childbearing has shift-
ed from the early 20s to the later 20s. Despite the fact that the average age of mothers is
increasing, more than half of all births still occur to females in their twenties (Indicator PF
1.6). However, the increasing average age of mothers is reflective of the recent downward
trend in births among adolescents and the rise in the number of births among females in
their thirties.

The age at which women procreate has implications for their families’ well-being. For
example, it is known that adolescent mothers tend to have more children, space their chil-
dren closer together, have more nonmarital births, and have a higher number of unintend-
ed births than those who postpone childbearing. Adolescent mothers more frequently have
a truncated education, fewer job skills, and lower lifetime earnings. Not as much is known
about postponing childbirth into the third decade. However, it is anticipated that women
who delay childbirth will accumulate more assets before having children, and may also
have smaller families.?

Differences by Race and Hispanic Origin. From 1989 to 2000, the average age of moth-
ers increased for many racial and ethnic groups. In 2000, the youngest mothers were Puerto
Rican females (average age of 25.0), and the oldest mothers were of Japanese descent (aver-
age age of 31.8). The largest increase in average age from 1989 to 2000 occurred among
mothers of Japanese and Cuban descent (an increase of 1.5 years). There were also large dif-
ferences in the average ages of Asian/Pacific Islander mothers. For example, the average age
of Hawaiian mothers in 2000 was 25.7, while the average age of mothers of Japanese
descent was 31.8 (Table PF 1.7.A).

From 1989 to 2000, the average age of mothers also increased for many racial and ethnic
groups at the time of the first birth. In 2000, the youngest first-time mothers were
American Indian females (average age of 21.6), and the oldest first-time mothers were of
Japanese descent (average age of 30.6). The largest increase in average age from 1989 to
2000 occurred among first-time mothers of Japanese descent (an increase of 1.7 years)

(Table PF 1.7.B).

1 The mean age of mother is the arithmetic average of the mother’s age at time of the birth. It is computed directly from

the sum of all mother’s ages in a given year divided by the number of mothers.
2 See indicators in Section HC 2.2 for information on health implications of delayed childbirth.
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Figure PF 1.7
Average age of mothers: 1970-2000
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Table PF 1.7.A
Average age of mother by detailed race and Hispanic origin: 1989-2000

1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000

All mothers 263 264 264 266 267 268 209 270 2.0 270 271 2212
Race and Hispanic origin
White, non-Hispanic 270 271 271 273 w4 U5 U6 2777 U8 79 279 280
Black, non-Hispanic 243 244 244 45 246 247 248 249 250 250 251 252
American Indian 248 249 248 249 249 249 249 250 250 249 250 251
Asian/Pacific Islander
Chinese 304 305 305 307 308 310 31 312 33 316 3.6 36
Japanese 303 304 306 309 309 310 31 312 35 316 3.6 318
Filipino 2868 288 289 290 290 291 292 292 293 294 294 295
Hawaiian 250 250 251 251 253 252 255 255 255 256 256 257
Hispanic®
Mexican 251 251 250 251 251 2501 2501 252 252 253 254 254
Puerto Rican 243 244 244 245 246 246 246 247 248 248 249 250
Cuban 273 276 278 279 281 281 282 283 284 286 287 288

Central and S. Americon 270 270 270 2701 271 272 272 273 U4 ¥4 105 25

a Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race.
Source: Mathews, T. ]., & Hamilton, B. E. (2002). Mean Age of Mother, 1970-2000. National Vital Statistics Report, 51(1).
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Table PF 1.7.B

Average age of mother at birth of first child by detailed race and Hispanic origin: 1989-2000

SECTION 1. POPULATION, FAMILY, AND NEIGHBORHOOD

All mothers at birth of first child
Race and Hispanic origin
White, non-Hispanic
Black, non-Hispanic

American Indian
Asian/Pacific Islander
Chinese
Jupanese
Filipino
Hawaiian
Hispanic®
Mexican
Puerto Rican
Cuban

Central and S. American

1989

1990

1991

1992

1993

1994

1995

1996

1997

1998

1999

2000

242

25.0
21.6
213

29.1
289
26.8
222

219
218
253
245

242

250
n7
7.3

9.1
9.1
26.8
222

219
219
25.6
245

242

25.1
27
21.2

29.2
29.1
26.7
221

218
220
257
245

244

252
AR
2.3

294
29.6
26.9
223

79
220
259
24.6

244

253
218
214

295
295
26.9
223

219
220
26.1
24.6

244

254
218
N3

29.6
29.6
27.0
221

29
29
259
24.6

245

254
219
2.3

29.8
29.6
26.9
224

219
219
259
245

24.6

255
220
24

298
298
26.9
225

220
220
26.2
24.6

247

25.6
221
24

299
30.2
27.1
22.6

220
221
26.1
24.6

247

257
222
214

30.2
303
271
22.6

221
221
26.3
24.6

248

258
222
215

30.2
30.3
27.1
227

221
222
26.4
24.6

249

259
223
21.6

30.1
30.6
273
22.6

222
224
26.5
248

a Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race.
Source: Mathews, T. ]., & Hamilton, B. E. (2002). Mean Age of Mother, 1970-2000. National Vital Statistics Report, 51(1).
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